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From the MWR Marketing Office

Federal employees from across the Defense Supply Center 
Columbus installation and their family members came out to 
enjoy the sights, sounds and food at the 12th annual Multi-
cultural Unity Day and Fun Fest.

During his opening remarks, DLA Land and Maritime 
Commander Army Brig. Gen. Darrell Williams said he was 
issuing one executive order for the day – “Have fun!” Fol-
lowing his remarks, a brief parade focusing on the diversity 
of the federal workforce on the DSCC installation led visitors 
into the Welcome Tent and the games, musical entertain-
ment, food and other activities that were part of the day.  

Thousands of people followed Williams’ order while 
attending the June 16 event. New elements and activities 
like Minute to Win It, a “flash mob” and the Recycling Con-
test and MWR give-aways brought excitement to this year’s 
event.  Participants also enjoyed the return of old favorites 
like the dunk tank, food, thrilling rides, live entertainment, 
unique merchandise and a fun day out in the sun.

“I’ve been with MWR for nearly 15 years and put on 
numerous events both stateside and abroad, and this is one 
of the best events I’ve ever had the pleasure of being a part 
of,” new MWR office chief James Rose said.

“We really wanted to have something for everyone out 
there this year,” Fun Fest coordinator and MWR marketing 

manager Jennifer Russell said.  
One event that generated buzz was the “flash mob,” for 

which an estimated 100 people, including Williams, danced 
to Beyonce’s “Move Your Body” in support of Michelle 
Obama’s “Move Your Body Campaign,” an initiative to com-
bat childhood obesity.

Another activity that drew a lot of attention was the new 
Minute to Win It competition. Competitors on 24 teams bat-
tled it out during a series of wacky 60-second challenges 
using household items.

“The teams really showed their spirit and it was awesome 
to watch them giving it their all, while showing a sense of 
humor,” MWR marketing assistant Dana Thornbury said. 

Adults and kids alike lined up to take a shot at some of 
the installation’s most recognizable figures at the dunk tank. 
Volunteers, including Williams, Army Lt. Col. Matthew 
Carran, Dan Bell, Thomas Barger, Pam Franceschi, James 
McClaugherty and Blair Hartley, braved the chilly waters of 
the dunk tank.  Thanks to their participation and the crowds 
of eager dunkers, a record $512 was raised for future MWR 
programming. 

Rides for kids included the new Pit Car Races, Spinning 
Strawberries, Zero Gravity and Extreme Air, and activi-
ties such as Laser Tag, a Wii Gaming Tent, midway games 
and prizes and various inflatables. The Creativity Zone, a 
self-contained activity area for toddlers and preschoolers, 

Thousands celebrate 12 years of 

DLA Land and Maritime Commander Army Brig. Gen. Darrell Williams waits for his daughter’s throw to see if he’ll end up in 
the water at the dunk tank. Williams was one of numerous installation leaders who volunteered to get dunked.

Nearly 100 people joined together for a “flash mob” 
dance performance to Beyonce’s song “Move Your 
Body” in support of Michelle Obama’s “Move Your Body 
Campaign,” an initiative to combat childhood obesity.

The Vernon Hairston Trio, with featured vocalist Cynthia 
Hale, provided the smooth sounds of jazz during their 
performance in the Weapons Park pavilion. 

Members of the Jammin’ Jumpers jump rope team entertained the crowd by showing off their skills during an energetic performance at Stage II.

Serving as judges for the American Idol competition at Stage III were (from left) 
Carl Dello-Stritto as Steven Tyler, Nikkia Laster as Jennifer Lopez and Robert 
Jones as Randy Jackson.  

Cutting the ribbon to kick off the diversity parade and of-
ficially open the 2011 Multicultural Unity Day and Fun Fest 
are (from left) DLA Land and Maritime Commander Army 
Brig. Gen. Darrell Williams and his wife, Myra, and DFAS 
Columbus deputy site director Pam Franceschi.

Chuck Morris, a photographer for DLA 
Installation Support at Columbus, 
winds up for a throw at the dunk tank 
target as he tries to sink his boss, Mul-
timedia Services Office chief Dan Bell.

Members of the Hispanic American Special Emphasis 
Program walk down Roosevelt Lane in front of Building 
20 at the start of the diversity parade that opened Mul-
ticultural Unity Day and Fun Fest.

The Boulderdash inflatable ride was a big draw for kids of all ages as they tried to make it through the maze without getting hit by an inflatable boulder.

Derrick Dewitt, a DLA Human Resources Cen-
ter employee, tries to get a slinky to bal-
ance on top of his head during a game called 
“Pink Elephant” during the Minute To Win It 

DFAS Columbus employee Hillary Hartman points her niece, 
Avery, toward the finish line in the Pit Stop racing game.

Caleb Boyer, son of DFAS Columbus employee Jessica Boyer, was all 
smiles after getting his face painted in the Creativity Zone for kids.

The spinning Zero Gravity ride was a popular attraction for 
young and old alike.

Xander Meredith, grandson of DLA Land and Maritime associate Georgia Shirey, checks out the weaponry carried by Mark 
Abbati, known in central Ohio as “The Living Statue.” Abbati was dressed as a combination modern and future Army soldier 
for the day.

DLA photos by Chuck Morris and Dan Bender

MULTICULTURAL UNITY
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